HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY" 

United States Army 

Office of the Staff Judge Advocate ° 

Yokohama, Japan 
5 April 1949 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS RIICHI KITASHIMA 


^ Review. of the. Staff Judge Advocate 

1, The attached record of trial of the case of Riichi 
Kitashima tried at Yokohama, Japan, from .19 July 1948 to 9 August 
1948,, by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 4, Special 
Orders -No. 148, Headquarters Eighth Army, Unitpd States Army, dated 
30 June- 1948, as amended by paragraph 4., Special Orders No. 159, 
same headquarters, dated 15 July 1948, having been referred to the 
Staff Judge Advocate,- this review thereof is submitted to the 
Commanding General. 


Personal Data 


NAIVE: Riichi Kitashima 

AGE: 61 

RESIDENCE: Fukuoka Pref., 

Yama t' a - Gun, H i g a sh imi y anag a 
Mura, Oza Tsukuda, No. 75 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Wife, two sisters 
EDUCATION: Middle school, 

graduate of Military Academy 
VOCATION: Farming 
MILITARY CAREER: 1909 to 1927 - 
active duty; Recalled- in 1937 
and served in Manchuria from 
- 1938 to 1941; July 1942 to . 

December 1943 - 123 Inf Regt 
and Fukuoka PW Camp; attached 
ter Southern Area Army Eq 
until July 1943, to Tokyo 
PW Camp from December 1944 
to March 1945. Appointed .CO 
of Sendai Area PW Camps April 
1945. Highest rank: Lt Cql. 


Concernin g Accused 

DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 5 December 
1945 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 19 July 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 19 July 1948 to 
9 August 1948 

DATE OF"SENTENCE: 9 August 1948 
SENTENCE: CHL for five (5J years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 
No 


2*- Synopsis of Charges, Fleas, Findings and Legal Sufficiency: 

. . Legally 

Charge and Specifications :" Pleas Findings Sustained 


Charge: Accused, during a time 
of war between the United States 
of America, its Allies and 
Dependencies, and Japan, did 
violate the Laws and Qustoms 
of War. 

Sp 1: That between about 
14 April 1945 and about 1 Sep¬ 
tember 1945, the accused did 
unlawfully disregard and fail 
to discharge his duty to Allied 


NG ’ G “ Yes 


G Yes 

excepting the words 
"shelter and sani¬ 
tation" and adding 
the v/ord "and", after 


NG 
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PW's by failing to furnish 
adequate food, clothing,' medi- — 
cine, medica'l treatment, hospi¬ 
talization, shelter, and sani¬ 
tation, to said Allied PW’s. 

Sp 2 : That between about 14 NG 

April 1945 and about 1 September 
1945, the accused did unlawfully 
disregard and fail to discharge 
'his duty to Allied PW’s by 
requiring, or permitting, members 
of his command and persons- under 
his supervision and control to 
require, numerous Allied PW’s 
to perforn/ arduous labor when 
ill, diseased and physically 
■unfit • . . . 

- J \r ' ' 

Sp 3; That between about. 14 NG 

April T945 and .1 September 1945, 
the accused did unlawfully dis¬ 
regard and fail to discharge his' 
duty to -Allied PW's by requiring, 
or permitting members of his 
command and persons under his 
supervision and control to re¬ 
quire, numerous. Allied PW's to 
work under dangerous and unhealth¬ 
ful working conditions, 

Sp 4: That between about 14 NG 

April 1945 and about 1 September 
. 1945, the accused did unlawfully 
disregard and fail to discharge 
his duty to Allied PW's by 
permitting members of his command 
and persons under his supervision 
and control to withhold, misap¬ 
propriate and convert to their 
own use Red Cross and other 
supplies and property intended 
for the use of, or belonging to, 
Allied PW's. 

Sp 5: That between about 14 NG 

April 1945 and about 1 September 
, 1945, the accused did unlawfully 

disregard and fail "to discharge 
his duty to Allied PW's by 
failing'to protect said Allied 
PW's from acts of violence, 
■mistreatment, and other abuse, 
and to control and to restrain 
members of his.command, persons 
-under his supervision and control 
and other persons, including 
officials and employees of 
Japanese concerns employing 
said PW's as labor, thereby 
permitting- them to copit, and 
resulting in the commission' of, 
numerous acts of violence, mis- . 
treatment and other abuge, in- _ 
eluding beatings, strikings, 

(p 2 of 13 , Kitashina, 


the word "treat¬ 
ment.' 11 . Of the 
excepted words, NG 
and of the added 
word, G.’ ■ 


excepting the words 
"requiring or." Of 
the excepted words, 
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G Yes 

excepting the words 
"and other" and the 
words "and property." 

Of the excepted words, 
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excepting the words 
"thereby permitting 
them to commit, and." 

Of the excepted words, 
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J, 

A 


corporal punishment, unlawful 
confinement, collective punish¬ 
ment, and other .atrocities- and 
actg of abuse against numerous 
Allied PW's, 


3, Summary of the Evidence ; 
a. For the Prosecution i 

As to Specific at ion 1 : That-between about 14 April 
1945 and about 1 September* ~19 45 in the area comprising the-Sendai 
Area POW Gamps, Honshu, Japan, the accused, Riichi Kitashlma, the 
commander of the Sendai Area POW Camps, did unlawfully disregard 
and fail, to discharge .his, duty as said commander of Allied POW's 
confined at said camps to - furnish food (Ex 26, 39, 40, 55,. :. v~ . 

58, 72, 79, 80,p5, 84, 112, 125, 127,p2, 146, 153, 154, 155, 161, 
162, 172, 176* 188) and by failing to furnish adequate clothing 
(Ex 80, 109, 180), and adequate medicines, treatments, and hospi¬ 
talization (Ex 79, 80, 105,p2, 108, 109, 113, 115, 120,-124, 125, 
132, 144, 145, 150, 151, 160, 178, 180). .Affiant in Ex 153, p3 
says, "However" he "cannot see how the Japanese Camp Commander who 
knevp of these' conditions and knew about the physical condition of 
the men brought about by lack of food and ..proper clothing and 
medical care can escape the responsibility for the conditions 
existing at.this camp." In Ex 156, p3* affiant says, "The Japs 
gave us practically no medical treatment, even though they had 
plenty of Red Cross supplies." Affiant in. Ex 160, p2 states' the 
leg of. Wilbur Cox was amputated- without dny anesthetic. "The meat 
we received consisted of horse and fish intestines and I believe 
we had 3 dogs during the time I was there" (Ex 161, p3). The fish 
"were usually rotten but we ate them anyway,, head, bones and all" 

(Ex 188, p2)'. Further substantiating exhibits include 194,-195, 

196, 197, 198, 199, 201, 202, 208, 210, 211, 215, 216, 218, 219, 

226, 228, 232, 234, 240, 241, 243, 244, 247, 249, 251, 252, 253, 

255, 256, 250, 259, 260, 261, 262, 26.6, 268, 270, 272, 273, 274, 

27-5, 278, 279, 282, 284, 285, 2.86, 287, 288, 292, 299, 305, 308, 

313, 314, 323, 324, 325, 32.6, 327, 329, 331, 335, 337, 338, 340, 

344, 348, 349, 350, 351., 358, 56.5, 366, 388, 393. . 

As, to Specifica ti on 2 : Between.about 12 April 1945 
and September 194-5; in the area comprising the Sendai Area.-. POW Camps, 
Honshu, Japan, the accused, the commander of Sendai A^rca FOW Camps, 
did unlawfully disregard and fail to discharge his duty as said 
commander to Allied POW's confined at said camps by permitting 
members of his command.and persons under his supervision and control 
to require numerous Allied POW's to work when 'too ill. and diseased and 
physically unfit. It is brought out that "Other men whd were too ill to work' 
would, not say anything, of "their illness, bccrause many timesJ in 
the personal' eheek-up", Sgt* Wakamatsu would slap these persons in 
the mouth who complained of their illness. I saw that happen" 

(Ex 105).- The POW-'s "were-‘soon, unfit to carry on with that work 
and when this happened, they- were abused, threatened and beaten 
up, to force them to carry on this work" (Ex; 106, pi, 107, 108, 

109). Sick FOW|s were forced to work, in mines (Ex.112), and 
"Japanese civilian employees connected with the. camp would ignore 
the- doctor's decision to quarter the sick and they would force the 
men to go to’ work anyway" .(Ex 113, .115, 120, 121, 125, 127, 130, 

131, 133, 135, 136, 13*9, 143, 147, 178, 179*, 180, 182, 189, 195, 

196, 197, 198, .200, '204, 209). " . f ....... it was necessary that we 

recommend Prisoners of war.go to work in many instances When we 
felt they were not physically able to .do .so" (Ex.210,p2, 212, 214, 

215, 225, 226, 243,.244, 24q, 248, 249, 250, 252). James F. Stalve;' 
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in June 1945'was forcod to work in tho mines immediately after an 
operation on his back (Ex 253). Evidences of other such abuses are 
found in Ex 255, 257, 260,, 264, 266, 269, 271, 2?3,-278, 279, 282, 
283, 284, 285, 288, 239, 292, 293, 310. "Mien the mine officials 
complained that they didn't have their full quota of men. Black 
Prince would come into camp and order out men who were sick and on 
their backs and send them to the mine.- He didn't show consideration 
for anyone or.anything no matter how sick a man was" (Ex 313,.p2). 
Tho multiplicity of exhibits reiterate this same theme, 322, 323, 
325, 331, 333., 350, 351, 356, 360, 363, 365, 366, 371, 376, 383, 

387, 38.8,- 393. ’ 


ecifIcatjon 3 : Not Guilty.■ 


and about 


As to Speci fi cation 4 ; That .between about 14 April 1943 

a jf ai i r— 1 - i ■“ I-, . _ L 


1945,- in the area comprising the Sendai Area 


J. J -— — —' * * J- 

POW-Camps, Honshu, Japan, the accused did. unlawfully disregard and 
fail to discharge his duties as. the.commander of the said Sendai 
Area POW Gamps by permitting members' of his. command and persons under 
his supervision and control to withhold, misappropriate and convert 
to their own use Red Cross supplies intended for the use of, or 
belonging to, Allied POW's. These Rod Cross supplies were so 
appropriated and converged is evidenced in Ex 24, 26, 27. 33. 41.' 


46, 

50, 68, 75 

, 80, 

82, 

117, 

125, 

128, 

131, 

132, 

150, 

' 151, 

153, 

154, 

155, 

188, 

194, 

195, 

198, 

199, 

249, 

251, 

252, 

255, 

256, 

313, 

319, 

329, 

331, 

333, 

385., 

387, 

388, 

390, 

393. 


133, 134, 
160, -162, 
212, 226, 

257.. 259, 

548.. 350, 


135, 

163, 

240, 

262, 


136, 139, 144, 


166,.176, 
243, 244, 


176, 179, 
244, 245, 
266, -271, 


365, 371, 374, 376, 


147, 

180, 

246, 

277, 

377, 


149, 

183, 

248, 

289, 

383, 


As to Specification 5 : . Between about 14 April 1945. and' 
about 1 September 1945 in the area' comprising tho- Sondai Area POW' 
Camp,■Honshu, Japan, tho accused did unlawfully disregard and fail 
to discharge his duty as commander to Allied POW's confined in said 
camps by-failing to.protect the said POW's from' acts of violence, 
mistreatments and other abuse and to control and restrain members 
of his command, persons under hia supervision and control',’ other 
persons including officials and employees of Japanese concerns 
employing said BOW's as labor resulting in the commission of numerous 
acts of violence, mistreatments and other abuse including beatings, 
strikings,- corporal punishment, collective punishment and other 
atrocities and acts of abuse against numerous Allied POW's (Ex 3, 4). 
Marshall was hit by a guard (Ex 5). Ralph D. Alley was beaten 
(Ex 6). Limerick (Ex 7). Bannister was struck (Ex 8). C. K. 

Johnson was struc-k by a guard (Ex 9). Corporal L. P. Berard was 


be.at.en (Ex 10). Kittwas beaten and kicked (Ex 11). Lyons was 
struck on the head three or four times until he was knocked down 
(Ex 12). ...-Corporal Peter Bogard. was beaten (Ex 13). R, A. Boudreau 
was made to stand at attention for n long'period -of time (Ex 14). 

Ip August 1945 a 0°- n &dian POW by the name ’ of Cooper was beaten by 
the iron boss known as "Dwarf" (Ex 15). Benoit Boluangcr was beaten 
by a Japanese guard with a stick for apparently no reason at all 
(Ex 16), Corporal Lucien Erunot was beaten until he was half con¬ 
scious (Ex 17),. J. J,.Bujold v/as be.aten (Ex 18). John Parker and 
Arthur Lyons were beaten (Ex 19.). John Cameron' was struck by guards 
on numerous-occasions. Hurray was beaten with fists (Ex 20), Cor¬ 
poral Henderson, a Canadian POW, was struck on the "head with a 
grub hob'handle, causing lacerations requiring treatment." J. D. 
Caruso was beaten (Ex 22). Corporal Overton was beaten in August 
1945 (Ex 25). „ John Kittwas beaten. (Ex 24). POW's were struck by 
the civilian guards everyday "and several times ai day using their 
hands, fists, feet or any instruments that would be handy. These 
conditions- were repeatedly reported to the Japanese military author¬ 
ities but no a-ction v/as ever taken to roleave the situation." Bob 
Warren and' Carl Adams were beaten (Ex 26). Gordon Arthur Cole, a 
Canadian POW, v/as beaten (Ex 27). "In these mines the prisoners 
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would,bo required to work until the point of exhaustion and.when 
they would be unalbe/to stand on their,feet any longer, the guards, 
would proceed to beat them. In this .camp I was, beaten by a guard 
called Tsuda who is known as the 'Frog',." Sergeant G. Conway 
(ex 29). Frederick A* Cooper was given a severe beating: he was 
struck on the head with a 'stick and knocked down and.bbaten in the 
left thigh and from such beatings he carries a, scar (Ex 30). Albert 
A. Cox was felled to the ground by blows in .the face with fists -by 
a guard (Ex 31) . Alfred John C.ox was beaten by a foreman (Ex 32). 
Edward Culleton, a Canadian POW, was beaten, while, employed in the 
coal mines (Ex 34). Canadian POWs were beaten by "The Frog" and 
"The Smiler" (Ex ’36). Wilmer Cyr, a Canadian POW, was beaten. 

(Ex 37). A. H. Delbridge, a Canadian POW, was beaten by the "Bull¬ 
dog" on 14 August 1945 (Ex 38). Andrew Flanagan and Wilmer and 
Joseph A. L, Dempsey were given .several beatings- (Ex 39) . ' Sbrgeant 
E. N. Dissing was beaten several times by a. coal mine guard (Ex 40). ■ 
John T. Ferrigan was struck many times (Ex 41). Joseph Frenette, 
a-Canadian POW, was-beaten (Ex 42).* An Englishman named Screo.n 
was beaten and a Dutchman^named Thoekamp was beaten (Ex 43). John 
Gauthier was beaten (Ex.47). "On other occasions.the whole camp 
would suffer by a cut in rations because of the offence by some 
prisoner or prisoners. This also happened at SENDAI CMP" (Ex 47). 

In May 1945 at Sendai Camp #1, Frederick Gidilewich was beaten. 

A. A.. E. Greene was struck in the log with an ax ,(Sx 49). Walter 
Henderson was struck in the face and knocked down. His face was 
swollen and sore for a period of more than a week. This beating 
took place in July (Ex 52). That there were constant beatings in 
Sendai Camp #1 is sworn-out in Ex 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 

62, 63/ 64, 65,' 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
80, -81, 32, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 97, 
98, 99, 100, 101. In June or July 1945, Allied POWs Cicbro Rozario, 
Arthur Cruz, J. J. Pdreira and C. C. Ocedo were slapped because they 
were playing cards in Sendai POW Camp #2-B. William Shayler and 
John Glenn were slapped for looking out the window of the-cook 
house at American planes overhead (Ex 105, 106, 108). An Allied- 
POW named Wilson .was beaten by three or four guards during an air; 
raid in 1945 (Ex 107). Charles E. Bradley was beaten (Ex 110). 

Takao Ivarino beat several Allied POWs with a wooden rifle (Ex 111). 
"Slappings in Sendai 2-B wore frequent but I witnessed no extremely 
brutal boatings. There was one Japanese civilian who was outstanding 
for his slapping of prisoners of war. This Japanese was known to me 
as ’Four-Eyes’" (Ex 112). Thomas J, George was beaten by "Four- 
Eyes". Gerald Tuppert was beaten in the latter part of July 1945 
for failing to salute "Four-Eyes". . George A, Temple was beaten by 
"Four-Eyes" as he s.tood in ranks apparently for the reason that- 
Temple's cost was unbuttoned (Ex 113), Bernard W. Givens and other 
Allied POWs were made to "run some two miles to the field" in which 


they wore working and "return to the camp the same way" (Ex 114). 
Sometime In June or July 1945, J. E. Glenn while in Sendai Camp 
#2-B, was scalded on the right wrist.when . guard pitched hot water 
at him (Ex 115), A Japanese named Karino lined upabout forty or 
fifty Allied POWs and beat them with a stick until some of them 
were' dazed. The next day Karino went around and apologized to ; 
everyone he had beaten (Ex 116). A British P0V7 was administered 
a very severe beating when he asked a foreman regarding the time 
(Ex 118). Percy Omor -Pelletier and sixty other POWs were struck' 
on the head with a wooden rifle- (Ex 118, 119). Morris Peterson, 
a Canadian POW, was struck on the head for vvat,ching Allied aircraft 
passing overhead (Ex 120). Similar acts of beatings at the Sendai 
#2 Camp are evidenced.in Ex 122, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
131. Sendai Area Camp #3-B-, Joseph L. Boudolph was beaten by a 
Japanese mess sergpant (Ex 132)., Spero Dardaris, John H. Eather- 
ington, P. L. Magee., Leo B. Obel, M 0 3es F. Stipes, Donald W. Hange*, 
Charles-F. Brown, Joseph V/*. Wilson, • John Pi-. Breeze, Louis B. Read, 
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173, 174, 
186*-187, 
POW, wa s 
swollen from 


Sherman Allen, L. A. Bostlan, George G. Capes, Tony Cregle, Jack 
Sabbath, Lewis Wasko, James Gibbs-, H. E. Hobster, William E. Lioney, 
B. -Muir-head, P. O'Connell, Eric Pigg, C; Sergeant, were either 
slapped, struck or abused while at Sendai POW Camp #3-B. On or 
about March 1945 to- August 1945 at Sendai POW Camp #3-B, a Japanese 
civilian known as "Joe Louis' 1 "continually beat POW's with a stick 
and a mining‘hammer' (Ex 134).’ Oh the ninth day of June 1945, 
Lieutenant Colonel R. C. . GaskiU, Major Parris-, Lieutenant Wandel, 
Captain Timmerman, Lieutenant P. Lawrence, Captain Dean were paraded 
before the commandant and each were slapped twice by -the Japanese 
interpreter (Ex 135). At Sehdai Camp #3-B, a POW named Crandall 
was beaten and put in the guardhouse for stealing rice and beans 
(Ex 136). Evidence of other beatings in the Sendai Camp #3-B is 
found in Ex 137, 138/ 139, 140, 141, 142, 143,-144, 146, 147, 148, 
149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 

162, 163, 164, 165, 166-, 167, 168,’169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 

175, 176, 177',-178, 179, 180, 181, 182,' 183, 18.4, 185, 186* 187, 

188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193. Jim Halbert, a Canadian POW, was 

beaten with a stick during the time when his legs were swollen from 
beriberi (Ex 201, 202). In July- 1945, the POW's were punished by 
Sergeant Ushiota for some minor infraction of some rules (Ex 203). 
Edward L. Garner and George J. Zerbis were beaten because Zerbis . . 
was short one bed sheet. They were slapped and beaten on the face 
wibh hands and fists and kicked about the legs. The treatment . 
lasted about half an hour and then they were taken in front of the 
guardhouse and stood at attention for about four hours (Ex 204, 
p2 and 3). Clarence Bolt, Seaman First Class, was kicked and beaten 
so unmercifully that he was badly bruised and swollen for two weeks 
afterwards, The beating was at- the hands of one Ushiota and after 
this guard was exhausted he was turned over to another guard for 
further beating (Ex 204). Kintaichi slapped many POW's (Ex 205). 
Takahashi beat Sergeant Collins and a Dutch private by the name of 
Lindeijor (Ex 206).. Sergeant Ushiota "was always slapping prisoners 
for no apparent reason" (Ex 207).- "I have seen the man line up-fpr 
sick call and Sgt. HIROSHI USHIOTA (The Pig) go down the line beat¬ 
ing all the sick Prisoners of War, This did not happen-at every 
sick call, but it did happen often, .about every week. At other 
times instead of boating all the. men at sick call, the Japs would 
just beat Individuals as- they found them" (Ex 208). Kiyoshi 

Ogasawara administered'severe beatings with bis hands, 11 . 

but I wouldn^t say that ho was responsible for much of tho severe 
mistreatment, which the prisoners of war received at this camp" 

(Ex 209), 'At Sendai j-6-8, numerous boatings and slappings were 
prevalent (Ex 211). J. G. Boudreau was beaten at Ohashi Camp B. 

A. Blanchard was beaten and his comrades wore always badly beaten 
at Ohashi 1 Camp #6-B (Ex 214). John E. xEich was kicked in an 
infected log (Ex 215). For record of other boatings at Ohashi 
Camp #6-B, see Ex 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 


lasted about half an 
guardhouse and stood 
p2 and 3). Clarence 
so unmercifully that 


at Ohashi 1 Camp #6-B (Ex 
infected log (Ex 215). 
Camp #G-B, see Ex 216, 


231, 

same 


232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 
pattern., for slappings and 


225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 230,-231, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 
233, 239, 240, 241, 242. The same pattern., for slappings and 
boatings was found in Ex 243, 244, 245*. 246, 247,'248, 249, 250, 

251, 252, 253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 2-58, 259, 260, 261, 262, 263, . 

264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276,' 

277, -270, 279, 280, 281, 282, 2.83,. 234, 285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 

290. George W. McCullough was beaten while interned at Kanawa 
Camp #6 Sendai Area #6 in Northern Honshu (Ex 292). Charles L. 
Stewart was beaten until his body was a mass of bruises (Ex 293). 
Ferratti was 'beaten'while interned at Sendai' Camp #6 (Ex 294). For 
other beatings in POW Camps Sendai Area Camps numbers -6, 7, 8 and 
10, see Ex 297, 298, 299, 300, 301, p02, 303, 304, 305, 306, 307, 


264, 

277, 

290. 
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390, 391, 392, 393. 

b. For the Defense: 


Take!chi Chizuwa: 


at 


_ _ Witness was Gamp Commander of Gamp 

fipril 1945 to the end of the hostilities. 
Kitashima as being the accused then in 
the Main Camp Commander of the Sendai 
Sendai ;'-l twice 


Sendai a re a' between 14 
Fe identified accused Riichi 
the courtroom* Kitashima was 

Area (E 193). Accused visited benaai = 5*1 twice; once in the middle 
of May 1945. and once in July 1945. He made suggestions forbore 
food (R 114). Sick men.were positively not sent to the work site. 

(E 194), The POVi doctors as well as • the Japanese doctor determined 
whether or not a FOW was physically fit to work (R 194) 

war 


-rrom 


14 i 1 p r x 1 until the end of the war, no Rod Cross food pare els wore 
received (I! 194). A Japanese medical officer came to camp an 
average of two times a week (R 196). On cross examination, witness 
stated that some Red Cross supplies wore distributed after 14 
1945. "I do not know of ..any mistr 


fact. However, I did 
mistreatment" (R 198), 
mistreatment (R 199). 
he had made a mistake 
had been any abuse of 
mistreatment (R 200). 
ment (E 200 ). 


April 

any mistreatment that took place for a 
receive a complaint from Lt, Finn regarding 
Witness made investigations and found no 
Later ho made another investigation and found 
(R 200). -Kitashima asked the witness if there 
POW's and witness assured him there was no 
Kitashima gave orders for no corporal punish- 


Katsuo Idhlzaw n (R 201) testifying in behalf of the 
accused stated that ho was Camp Commander of Sendai Camp #3 between 
14 April 1945 until the end of the war. Kitashima was the Main Camp 
Commander-. Kitashima visited Camp #3 on 12 .-May and 9 August of 

1945. On inspection, Kitashima told Ishizawa ". to obtain as 

much food as possible and issue to. the prisoners of war. He also • 
said to economize. He said the same thing regarding medicine" 

(R 202). Witness knows of no sick POW's going to work (R 203). 

"There was no instruction specifying specific punishment that we 
should not give, such as slapping or beating and so forth* It 
simply mentioned that wo should treat the prisoners of war in the 
humane manner." Punishments wore so inflicted (R 208). Red Cross 
xood parcels were on hand 14 April 19-45’but had not been distributed 
(R 210).. "On March the 28th, 1945, I made an official trip to the 
Tokyo Main Camp, at that time we wore given instructions regarding 
food and at that time we w.ro told that small portion of the Rod 
Gross food parcels may bo used for reception purposes, and a small 
portion may be distributed to the Japanese personnel of the camp. 

Thus the remaining boxes wore used up" (R 210). The Rod Cross food 
supplies were issued as priz-os to diligent'POW workers (R 211). 

Red -Cross clothes were withheld because the Japanese did not know 
when the war would end and they did not know how badly the clothes 
might bo-needed at a later date (R 212). Koichi Ota was punished 
(see Pros Ex 417) for faking blankets and other things from POW's 
without, per-mission (R 214). 

Mako-to In aki (it 219) testifying stated ho was the Branch 
Gamp Commander of Camp #5 between 14 April 1945 until the end of the 
war. Riichi Kitashima, the accused (identified'by witness), was 
Mfin C'Cmp commander of- the Sendai area. Kitashima inspected the 
camp in the middle of April-, the end of May and. the 15th of July. 

Sick POW's were not sent to work (R 220 ). Witness never forbade 
POW officers' from talking to Colonel Kitashima., Witness remembers 
a . F0W Ja-cobson who was struck b?/ a guard at the work site in the 
head so that his, scalp had to be s ti tche d. • Witness had authority . 
to mete out disciplinary punishment (~R 223). Toraji Sasaki was 
punished for' (sec Pros, Ex 417, pll) lotting POW's food spoil (R.225); 

Yu't aka Ninoml 7 /a, (R 226) 'testifying in behalf of the 
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accused stated that he was Camp Commander of Camp W2 Sendai Area 
and that Lieutenant Colonel Kltashima was Camp Commander of the 
area. The Colonel visited the camp on the 22nd or 23rd of Kay of' 
1945 and around the 15th of July of the same year (R 226), Kita- 


shima never ordered sick FOWs to work (R 227). Witness did not 
know of any mi treatment of POW's (R 220) . - Colonel Kltashima told 
the wi t ness that he had~ the authority to" mete o ut' discipllnary 1 
action --p u nishment--to the p risoner s of" war. .They were authorized 
to m ete out discipl in ary a ction in inst.an oe s wher e prisoners ofvsar 
stole , things ,,.or caused injur ie s to Japanese personnel .or~'Tn : fractiQn's 
of rul es and, regulations. There were -many such instances where 
prisoners of ’ w : ar could use punishmen t "fR 23 T ). -Tr Colonel Kltashima 
was very strict regarding the meting ’out of individual punishment" 

(R 232). A Canadian Prisoner of" War was confined to the guardhouse 
for striking a Japanese guard (R 233). 


Toshinorl-Asaka (R 235), testifying, in behalf of the 
accused, stated that he vfas Commander o,f Sendai Camp #6 between ' 

14 April 1945 and the end of the war. Lieutenant Colonel Kltashima 
was Main Camp Commander. 

Kitashima visited the camp in May .and on -24 June 1945, • 
and in the end of June, and his final visit to the camp was after 
the termination of the war (R 235). " When Colonel Kitashima visited 
the camp o n May 1, 1945, 1 t old h im about*a beating that a civilian 
gua rd ha d i nflict ed o~h a prh s oner~~of wa r.- .' He said, ’That is. . 

very bad" * 17- (R 237"77 ("underscoring supplied) Witness knows that 
Yonemura "administered" a beating (R 240). As Camp Commander, it 
was the duty of the witness to find out if persons were. being struck 
or beaten and stop this procedure (R 242).- 

S atoru M i sawa (R 243), a witness in behalf of the 
accused, stated that he w'as Camp Commander of Branch Gamp j?7, Sendai 
Area, from July 9., 1945 until the termination of tho war. Kitashima 
was .the Main Camp Commander (R 243). "After the end of hostilities 
I handled the matters in the camp in cooperation with tho senior 
ranking prisoner of war officer Bicdonstein. I had to strictly 
forbid the administering of individual, punishments and I had not 
heard of any such punishment, so it did not roach tho point of 
investigation" (R 249), _ 

° Iseo Hatakoya ma (R 251) stated that he was Camp Com¬ 
mander of Branch Camp”“,r8,~ Sendai Area, from 11 May 1945 until the 
termination.of the war. Lieutenant Colonel Kitashima was the Main 
Gamp Commander. Witness instructed the guards against abuse of 
prisoners of war and., tried to restrain such mistreatment (R 253 and 
257).. After the war none of tho prisoners of war stated that they 
had boon abused (R 254). Medicines wore never denied the American 
medical officers (R 256). 


Masashi Sato testified.that ho was assigned to the 
Sendai Main Prisoner of Y ; ar Camp from 16 May 1945 to tho end of 
tho war. The Main Camp doctors wore sent on occasions to the branch 
camps to give assistance and remedy conditions at such branch camps. 
Colonel Kltashima took stops to supplement the medicine furnished 
by the hospital (R 261). He also asked-the companies for which' the 
prisoners-of war wore working to supplement the food.(R 262). 

Colonel Kitashima instructed the branch camp commanders to give 
the prisoner pf war doctors froor reign in determining whether or 
not prisoners of war wer'o ill (k 263). Some prisoners of war 
escaped because they said the work was too hard and tho food in¬ 
sufficient. 'The prisoners were captured and witness, brought the 
matter of their escape and'the reasons therefor to tho attention 
of Kitashima and Kitashima punished Lieutenant Yamamoto and ordered 
tho work to be lightened at Camp #7 as a result of the investigation 
by Witness.- "Yamamoto was immediately dismissed of his duty." 
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.Colonel Kitashima was in turn punished by tho army commander 

of that time" (R 264 and 265). Tho prisoners of war who escaped 
were tried by courts-martial by tho Northeastern Army (R 267)* 

Witness never inspected camps alone and Kitashima would take several 
of tho Main Camp staff along-with'him on inspections. Investigation 
by the witness did not show that prisoners of war of Camp #7 were 
over struck or beaten (R 270). 

Sh igehiko Kiyama (R 275) testified that between 14 April 
1945 and the end of tho•war he was employed by the Joban Coal Mining 
Company near Camp #1 Sondai Area (R 275)'., Colonel Kitashima inspected 
tho work site (R 275) and in checking the food said "that- this food 
was suitable for Japanese but it had no heart in.it, ~'"lhe prisoners 
of war are of different nationality and have different ta~stes and 
therefore tho food mu'st be prepared as much as possible to suit the 
likes of the prisoners of war. Thus he scolded the" branch camp ’ r ~ 
commander as well as tho gunzoku. 11 (underscoring supplied) Toeausc 
the food situation "at that’ time was vary bad hd‘requested the 
company to obtain more food for tho prisoners of war in cooperation 
with the '‘rmy (R 276). They did not and could not get more food 
for the prisoners. " It was because the war became more fierce and 
t ho food situation in the country became worse and worse 1 * (R 278). 
"(underscoring supplied) The health conditions of the prisoners of 
war In those camps wore about tho same as the health‘conditions of 
tho Japanese during tho period 14 April 1945 to tho end of tho war 
(R 279). A g ro up o f throe prisoners of war and two experienced 
Japanese coallhinor s was expected to do only-60 to 70 percent as 
much work as five Japane se on the same work (R 280T. Kitashima 
instructed the" camp”personnel that prisoners of war were not to be 
struck or beaten (R 280) and any company employee mistreating 
prisoners of war was to bo r ported to tho Branch Gamp Commander 
(R 281). 

Tonshu K a rub o (R 285) stated that between 14 April 1945 
and tho end of tho war he’ was employed as Labor Section Chief of 
the Purukawa Mining Company, located near Sendai Branch Camp #2. 

"The army was trying its host to procure food, but bocauso of train 
accidents, etc, they' were - encountering much difficulty." Kitashima 
asked tho company to furnish additional food for tho -prisoners of 
war (R 286), and as a result of such requests some food .was obtained 
(R 287). 

Totsup- Murak i (R 289) in testifying for accused stated 
that between 14 April 1945 and the ond of tho war ho was in the 
Japanese Army and held tho rank of lieutenant colonel (R‘289). 

"Kitashima. always told his subordinates to handle the prisoners of 
war according to the Geneva Convention, and he always stated that 
he wanted to personally advise them ‘ in tho handling of- prisoners of 
war. in the fulfilment of his duty as a main camp commander. However, 
the branch camps were scattered all over tho place, and Sendai was 
situated way to the south, and he encountered much difficulty in 
making his-inspection trips to tho various camps. In order to'make 
personal visits to these camps, he made a request to tho, North- 
pastern Army to have his main camp situated where it would bo con¬ 
venient for him to visit tho various branch camps; that is, whore 
transportation was more convenient, even though it would mean his 
being some distance away from the Army headquarters. He stated this 
opinion to the Army headquarters and as a result, the main camp was 
transferred to Kurosawajiri from Sendai" (R 292). 

Riichi Kitashjma (R 295 ) r tho accused, was.warned of 
his rights as h witness,and testified that he was 61 years of age, 
married and had no children. He graduated from the Military 'Aca-demy 
in 1909 (R 295). The Sondai /rea Prisoner of bar Camp was newly 
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organized on the 14th of April 1945. He started inspection trips 
in this area around the .end of April 1945 and made rounds of all. 
the camps in the aroa (R 29.6). He told the camp personnel to look 
after the interests, of the 'prisoners of war, to see that proper 
food was furnished said prisoners and that the prisoners of war be 
treated kindly, and ins true ted ' the personnel handling camp matters 
to learn to understand the feelings of prisoners of war (R 297 arid 
290). No prisoners of war ever advised accused that they had been 
mistreated by the Japanese camp staff (R 29'8) . Prisoner of war 
officers had an opportunity to talk to accused if they desired 
(R 298). In camp sick wards he never saw any prisoner of war who 
had been beaten (R 299). The monthly reports showed that prisoners 
of’war were confined to the guardhouse but the record showed that 
the confinement was for the infraction of camp rules. While accused 
was Commander of this Camp, no Red Cross food parcels, were received 
(R 299). When inspecting camps the accused always took a number of 
assistants with him (R 502). On inspection trips he found.no one 
in the guardhouse. (R 302). Ko wont to the woh'k sites and into the 
mines to determine whether or not the prisoners were being given 
proper treatment (R 303). "I especially inquired into the condition 
of the patients but I never came across a patient who was so seri¬ 
ously ill as to require outside hospitalization" (R 304). Accused 
inspected the prisoner of’war meals at meal' tine (R 304). m herc 
was some Red Cross clothing in the camp but this Red Cross clothing 
consisted only of winter clothing. "This was mid-summer and it 
would have been more trouble for the prisoners o.f war to bo issued 
the winter clothing. Therefore only.summer clothing were issued 
the prisoners of war and for the convenience of the prisoners of 
war I believe these were being storedin the storeroom" (R 305). 

Accused told the camp commanders of the camps to visit the camp 
work sites to see that tta. prisoners wore not being beaten or other¬ 
wise^mistreated (R 308). accused was hover advised that a'sick 
prisoner of war had been struck (R 308). Prisoners of war were 
informed.that they could speak to the accused concerning the con¬ 
ditions at any time that ho was in camp (R 309). Additional medical ■■ 
help was disbursed to the branch camps when needed in order that 
the patients might be properly cared for (R 310). 

I wanted to find out the true condition as- it 
existed , in the prisoner of -war camps and therefore I tried as much 
as possible to carry out the inspection outside the regular time 
fixed, 1 would like to give two or three examples. I once con¬ 
ducted an early morning inspection at Brrnch Camp No. 3, At that 
time- I' withou-t warning held that inspection and went to inspect 
the Japanese and Korean barracks in that camp. That-was to find' 
out what kind of breakfasts the Japanese and Koreans were having, 
so as to compare their breakfast with the breakfast the prisoners 
of war wore receiving. At that time, when I was gazing afar, I 
saw one prisoner of war go out of the gate to do some work. Ho was 
all'alone, but he wont out, did his work diligently, and returned. 

By seeing that ho did his work diligently, it. gave mo the impression 
that the'prisoners of war in that camp were being treated properly 
arid thus the prisoners of v/ar did not do their work in the” hide and 
seek manner. I therefore called that particular prisoner of war out 
■when I was inspecting the prisoners of war and gave him tobacco as 
a reward for his diligent work. I at that time. explained to the 
camp personnel that prisoners of v/ar. should bo handled kindly and 
should net' be handled roughly” or mistreated, that they should have 
a good attitude toward the prisoners of war and in- doing so, the 
prisoners of v/ar will not have a hide and seek attitude . And I 
told them to, praise the-prisoners of war when they did. anything 
good. That was one of the examples and I would like to give another 
example .■ - 

. . "At one time, I wanted to find out the actual condition 
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at" the company whore thq prisoners of war were 'employed. Therefore 
I wont to the worksite before the prisoners of war arrived and 
waited there. First of all the Japanese employees began to arrive, 
one by one* t7hen it was almost time to begin work, tho worksite 
superintendent gave the instructions to these Japanese personnel. 

I was present at that timo and I was greatly struck by the instruc¬ 
tions tho superintendent gave the Japanese personnel concerning the 
prisoners of war. Ho told them to work together with tho prisoners 
of war as though they wore friends and to treat them in the just 
and proper manner. Soon after he gave .that instruction, to the 
Japanese personnel, tho prisoners of war'- arrived. The arrival time 
of the prisoners of war was 30 minutes later than tho arrival timo' 
of the Japanese, Seeing all this, I was very satisfied and loft 
tho worksite. I would like* to add another comment. 

* "In order to find, out tho health condition of the 
prisoners of v/ar, when the prisoners of war 11 ‘ned up to go to work, 

I < stood nearby in a high place so that I could have a good overall 
view of.them, it that time I did ask them if anyone was not feeling 
well, but no ono would answer yes, so I would look at their faces 
and locate those whose color of the face was not so good and I would 
go to him and ask him and toll him that the color of your face is 
not 30 good but arc you all right, but no one ever said that he was 
not fooling well. At one of the prisoner of war camps when the 
prisoners'of war returned from the worksite, they held a moderate 
exercise for five minutes. At that time they would take their 
clothes off so I could observe the prisoners of war with their 
clothes, off. Jit that time I saw two or three prisoners of v/ar v/ho 
wore so skinny it made me feci very much concerned, so I called 
the medical noncommissioned officer and asked him what do you think 
of this person; do you think ho can stand tho work that ho' is 
doing, hut tho-medical officer gavo mo no answer. I asked the 
prisoner of war how he folt_and ho said that ho was all right. 
However, thinking that prisoners of war in such condition should 
be protected, I instructed the medical noncommissioned officer to 
excuse such persons from work. In like manner, I believe that I 
had done whatever I could for the prisoners of war" (R 312 and 
313), 

Recreation was furnished for tho prisoners of war. 

"They could listen to music, play baseball or football, play cards 
or read books. Tho various branch camps differed, but in general 
those arc tho things that they could do" (R 315). 

4. Opinion : 

Tho Commission was constituted by proper authority- and had 
jurisdiction over the accused and the offenses charged. The question 
of sanity was not an issue in- the case. The accused was ably 
defended and given a fair and impartial trial. He cooperated in 
his own defense and introduced witnesses who testified in his behalf 
and he took the witness stand to testify in his own defense, Tho 
case of the prosecution was' based on a multitude of affidavits, 
many of which were merely repetitions of ono another, regarding 
which the court often commented (see Law Member's remark? R 119). 

The defense has given written notice that they have no intention 
of filing -a motio'n asking for "the disapproval or motivation of 
findings of sentence" and that they did not, however, intend to 
Waive "any defense or mitigation available to the accused nor to 
concede that the 1 findings wore correct or sentence reasonable and 
proper for the offenses committed" and asked further that the accused 
"be allowed credit for the time confined av/aiting trial in accordance 
with established policies of the reviewing authority." 
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The record is legally sufficient to support the findings 
of tho commission. 

The prosecution had an opportunity to cross examine tho 
accused and tho witnesses for the accused and wore unable to break 
down thoir testimony. Tho question in decision is whether or not 
there was a command responsibility on the part of the accused and 
whether he did use his command responsibility in the protection of 
the prisoners of war. The evidence will boar out that the accused 
did inquire as to whether or not tho prisoners were being mistreated 
(p 7, supra) and that the accused was not advised regarding the true 
circumstances of the camp. 

It cannot be said, however, that ho did not know that some 
of the conditions alleged existed.or that in certain instances he 
was so advised (p 0, supra). The testimony of the defense brings 
out that Colonel Kitashima, tho accused, repeatedly impressed upon 
his camp commanders the importance of showing proper respect to the 
prisoners of war (p 7 and G, supra). Colonel Kitashima took steps 
to supplement medicines and food for the prisoners.of war (p 8 and 9, 
supra). He reprimanded a branch camp commander for tho services of 
food to the prisoners of war that as he expressed it "had no heart 
in it" (p 9, supra). Pood was continually a problem not only for 
prisoners but for tho Japanese nationals (p 9, supra). Kitashima 
continually and repeatedly advised against tho beatings of prisoners 
of war (p 7 to 11, supra). From testimony given by the accused 
(p 9 to 11, supra), it was brought out that tho accused did attempt 
to ascertain whether or no.t prisoners were given proper treatment 
by spending time in the camp and by making personal reconnaissance 
and check. Ho was instrumental D in the moving of tho main camp in 
order that he might bo closer to' the branch camps which he must 
necessarily supervise. His testimony has never boon refuted by any 
of tho affidavits introduced by the prosecution nor was tho prosecu¬ 
tion able to break down this testimony on cross examination. 

It has boon repeatedly held that the camp commander has a 
"duty to protect the prisoners" (see Case Docket No. 187, H.S. v. 
Yoshio Suda.), Since tho camp commander has such a definite respon¬ 
sibility, tho findings of the commission as to the ■ accused's guilt 
can be sustained^ and, in view of tho fact that the accused was 
often misled by his camp commanders who as evidenced in tho records 
in this case, cleaned up the kitchens and barracks to keep from tho 
accused tho true facts in the case, and in view of the fact that 
few^ complaints were filed with the accused on his inspection trips 
any longer sentence than that of fivh years at hard labor as imposed 
by the commission would have been excessive. Complaint was made, 
according to exhibits herein, by some of tho prisoner of war officers' 
that the accused on some of his inspection trips did not ask them 
about camp conditions, boatings and,so forth. It was not definitely 
brought out as to why on these inspections the prisoners of war did 
not speak up regarding conditions but the witness for the accused 
(p 9, supra) brought out that tho prisoners of war had not been 
gagged from talking to Colonel Kitashima (R 309). 


Other than as sot out aboVp, none of the rulings made by 
the commission in the trial of this case are deemed to have affected 
adversely the substantial rights of. the accused. 

5. Rccommendations ; 

The clemency petitions as filed herein in Volume ' III have been 
carefully considered. The accused was sentenced to be confined at 
hard labor for a period of five years at such place as tho reviewing 
'-authority or'higher authority might direct. It is recommended that 

i • - - ’ 
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the sentence meted out by the commission be approved. Special note should 
be taken of the statement of the accused after receiving sentence (R 343) 
wherein he says; "I pray for the peace-of the many who died in the prisoner 
of war camps and wish to apologize for the many difficulties which prisoners 
of war had to encounter in the prisoner of war camps. In the future I will 
endeavor for good relations, and understanding between the people of the two 
nations and I once again wish to express my deep gratitude for the kindness 

shown me throughout the trial .» The accused was confined on 5 

December 1945 and was sentenced on 9 August 1948. In compliance with the ' 
established policy owing to the length of time that the accused, Kitashima, 
has spent in confinement prior to the date of sentence, it is recommended 
that two years and five months of the confinement at hard labor imposed be 
remitted. > 

6 , Actio n; > ~j 

Attached hereto are forms of action to carry into effect the above 
conditions. . ’ 


ISAIAH 0. HAGEN 
Major CmlC 
Judge Advocate Section 
Reviewer 


I concur in general. Such a pattern of mistreatments was established 
that it is not considered as remotely possible that the accused was unaware 
of their occurrence,* notwithstanding evidence of occasional concern'for the 
prisoners 1 welfare, in view of the mass proof of widespread abuses, it is 
considered that the sentence is extremely lenient by comparison with those 
of other commissions in cases involving similar facts. 

The following statement by the accused after sentence is gratifying 
to those charged with.the trials of persons accused of War Crimes; 

"I would like to express my utmost-respect and my gratitude to the 
President as well as the rest of the Members of the Commission, the Defense 
Counsel and the Prosecution for endeavoring to conduct a fair trial all 
-throughout this trial, despite the very hot weather." 


ALLAN R. BROWNE 
Lt Col JAGC 
Army Judge Advocate 
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